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backers who are bringing pressure off the
line of scrimmage, anticipating a running
play from Woullard.

It will be important for Rogers to lead
the offensive line if the Bobcats want to
overcome their biggest hurdle: solidifying
itself as a top-tier team in the MAIS by de-
feating the powerhouse private schools in
Jackson. 

The Bobcats managed to knock off Jack-
son Academy, 28-21, as a part of their 4-1
early season start. Hudson said beating
Jackson Academy was a feeling like no
other. 

“It was the biggest time of my life,”
Hudson said. “We were the first PCS team
to beat them.”

Rogers also said the Jackson Academy
victory gave him and his teammates a
strong boost of confidence going into the
stretch of the season.

“This victory had us pumped and gave us
high hopes for the rest of the year,” he said.

The 4-1 start, however, came to a halt as
the Bobcats lost five straight games before
winning the last two games of the season.

“Starting 4-1 and then losing the next
five was tough,” Woullard said. “We had to
work hard to improve week in and week
out and bounce back after those losses.”

During the Bobcats five-game losing
streak, one of the losses came at the hands
of Jackson Prep, the other powerhouse
MAIS school in Jackson. PCS loss to Jack-
son Prep at home during the regular season,
38-10, and on the road in the playoffs, 47-
3.

Thus, for Woullard, he has not forgotten
these vivid moments in his head. In the
playoff matchup, Jackson Prep held
Woullard to a depressing 62 yards on 20

carries.
“It was a tough feeling,” Woullard said.

“To head up there and get embarrassed, it
was hard to deal with.”

This year, however, Woullard said the
Bobcats are hungry and will play with
more of a sense of urgency when they play
Jackson Prep.

“We play them with a chip on our shoul-
ders,” Woullard said. “They have been
beating us for a while and we want to beat
them. We will beat them as long as we stay
together as one in all aspects of the game.”

Like being the first PCS team to beat
Jackson Academy, Hudson said beating
Jackson Prep for the first time would be a
very rewarding experience.

“It pumps us up,” Hudson said. “We
would like to be the first team ever to do it
and make history. It just takes a lot of good
preparation.”

Y
es, Woullard will carry a lot of the
load on offense for the Bobcats, but
PCS head coach Joey Hawkins will

look to get Hudson more involved this year
to take some of the pressure off Woullard.

Hudson said he is ready to make more of
an impact this season in the passing game.

“I look forward to being more productive
in the passing game on offense,” Hudson
said. “I love to get the ball to Nick Martin
and Brandon Thornton. Martin is a big, tall
guy, easy to see and helps out the most in
jump ball situations. Thornton is quick and
can absolutely fly and I am excited about
that.”

Defensively, the Bobcats return key play-
ers in senior defensive end Justin Stewart
and seniors Rush Stewart at safety and
Harper Evans at cornerback. 

For PCS to have a solid year, the play of
its seniors on both sides of the ball will de-
termine how much success the Bobcats will
achieve this year.

Hudson said Hawkins spent the summer
months stressing the importance of having
mental toughness throughout the entire sea-
son.

“We have to stay in shape, continue to
play hard through it all and never quit,”
Hudson said. “When we were younger as a
team, a lot of things would go down hill
and everyone would lose it. Now, we are
older and more advanced.”

Hudson also said the team chemistry is
much better than it was a year ago.

“We were younger and now we are the
older guys with more experience and more
understanding for the game,” Hudson said.
“We’ll be better as one collective team.”

For PCS seniors, this season marks the
beginning of the end to their high school
football careers, putting on a royal blue,
black and white uniform and playing under
the Friday night lights of PCS football
field.

“It is kind of sad,” Hudson said. “Being
out there on that field is like second na-
ture.”

As the season unfolds and the bright
lights shine on the Bobcats’ uniforms, their
race to the finish line must include that they
remain strong through the toughest parts of
the season. For Woullard, he is going to do
everything in his power to uplift his team-
mates and play at-his-best at all times.

“It has been an up and down journey for
me, but I have grown as a player,”
Woullard said. “We have also grown as a
team, and we will give our best effort and
compete to the end.”
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