
By Wilton Jackson

The 6U All Star coach pitch team of the
Sumrall Girls Softball Pitch league prepare
to travel to Perry, Ga., for the Dixie Softball
6U Sweetees World Series on Saturday.

The All-Star coach pitch team defeated St.
Martin, Columbia, Magee and Lawrence
County at the Mississippi Dixie Softball
state tournament at St. Martin in Ocean
Springs to become the Dixie Softball State
6U Sweetees’ Champions.

“Sumrall has never had a youth state title
in any sport to date,” said Brandi Boutwell,
assistant head coach of the 6U All Star
coaching pitch team. “To bring home the
state title was an unforgettable and great ex-
perience.”

The girls will now put their hard work,
dedication and undefeated season on the line
to battle for the ultimate prize of being
crowned national champions.

The World Series will feature a double-
elimination tournament with teams from
eight other states that include Texas, North
Carolina, Louisiana, South Carolina, Ala-
bama, Georgia, Tennessee and Virginia.

The girls have been practicing and playing
since February. To prepare for the World Se-
ries, the girls have continued to their routine
of solid practicing and good conditioning. 

Head coach Kambry Speed and Boutwell
have coached the team for one year.

Boutwell said the journey to the World
Series has been challenging but nothing less
than amazing.

“It is truly overwhelming and a great
honor. The girls have amazing talents,”
Boutwell said. “In the state championship,
we had to work hard to earn the victory
against Lawrence County. To see their hard
work, dedication and sweat pay off is in-
credible.”

As the team prepares to leave for World
Series, Boutwell said the team would not be
competing for a national championship

without the help of the girls’ parents and the
support of the Sumrall community.

“We coached the girls all season but we
couldn’t do it without their parents,”
Boutwell said. “We want to continue to rep-
resent Sumrall and the state of Mississippi
on the national scene.”

The team will leave for Perry, Ga., on Fri-
day and play Saturday against Georgia at 3
p.m.
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Hughes back at PRCC as baseball assistant coach, Izzio added to staff
From PRCC

POPLARVILLE – Rhyne Hughes said he
had two goals when he was a baseball
standout at Pearl River Community College
in the mid-2000s.

One was to make it to the
major leagues and the other was
to come back to PRCC as a
coach.

Hughes achieved the first goal
in 2010, when he was called up
for a brief stint with the Balti-
more Orioles; now he has
reached the other goal. Hughes
was recently hired onto the
Wildcats staff by new head
coach Michael Avalon.

“It’s great to be back,” said Hughes.
“This place is very special to me. I got
goose bumps just driving back on campus
the other day. It’s a really good feeling to
come back.”

Hughes, 32, was a standout first baseman
at Picayune High School before his stellar
career at PRCC in 2003 and 2004, earning
NJCAA All-America honors as a sopho-
more.

He signed a scholarship offer with Ole
Miss, but never played for the Rebels after
the Tampa Bay Rays selected him in the
eighth round of the MLB Amateur Draft.

“I signed late that year,” Hughes said.
“So I didn’t get to go off to play rooking
ball that year, so 2005 was my first year in

the pros.”
Hughes spent five seasons in the Rays or-

ganization before being traded to the Ori-
oles in August, 2009.

That was the year his career took a big
step, as he spent much of that season in

Class AAA, with Durham and
Norfolk in the International
League. He batted a combined
.279 with 25 home runs and 79
RBI.

The Orioles liked what they
saw enough that they promoted
him to the majors on April 24,
2010, where he debuted against
the Boston Red Sox.

“It was everything I had
dreamed it would be,” Hughes
said. “It was the only thing I

ever wanted to do from the time I was 6-
years-old. My first game was at Fenway
Park, with 40,000 screaming Red Sox
fans.”

Hughes appeared in 14 games for the
Orioles, making 51 plate appearances and
batting .213 before being sent back to
Triple-A, where he spent the remainder of
the 2010 season.

He spent three more seasons in pro base-
ball, finishing his career with Binghamton
in the New York Mets organization. Alto-
gether, in nine minor-league seasons,
Hughes batted .272 with 107 homers and
451 RBI.

“It got to a point where I had to look at a

lot of things,” Hughes said. “As hard as it
was to get (to the major leagues), what were
the odds of getting back there. If the odds
were even slimmer, then I felt like it was
time to look ahead and do something else.”

Hughes still needed two more years of
college to obtain his bachelor’s
degree, so after retiring from pro
baseball, he enrolled at South-
eastern Louisiana, graduating
this past spring.

While at SLU, he spent the
2015 and 2016 seasons as a stu-
dent assistant under longtime
friend Matt Riser, with whom he
played both at Picayune and
PRCC, as well as former Wild-
cat coach Jay Artigues, now the
athletic director at SLU.

“Hammond (La.) was a place where I’d
spent a lot of time in the offseason working
out,” said Hughes. “It worked out really
well where I could go to school and also
cross over into coaching.”

When Avalon took over the PRCC posi-
tion in June, Hughes was one of the first
people he called about joining his staff, and
Hughes didn’t hesitate to say yes. Avalon
has also added Anthony Izzio from East
Mississippi CC and retained Kyle Dolan
from the previous regime.

“We feel very blessed to have the coach-
ing staff that we have,” Avalon said.

“Coach Izzio has a lot of experience in
this league. Of course, Coach Hughes, with

his experience from playing here and being
a local product, along with his experience
from playing in the big leagues is very
helpful to us. Coach Dolan brings a lot to
the table having played here and coached
here the past two years. He’s a big asset for

us.”
The new staff has been hard at

work getting ready for signing
day, which will be Nov. 1 for the
Class of 2017. In addition, the
Wildcats have added five players
for next spring’s PRCC roster,
including a pair of former Co-
lumbia High standouts, Bryson
Medious and Donte Peters.

Peters is a second
baseman/outfielder who played
for Hinds this past season, while

Medious, an outfielder, signed with Jones
County out of high school, but missed the
season with a knee injury and will be a red-
shirt freshmen next spring.

Also joining the Wildcats are a pair of tall
right-handed pitchers, Dylan Usry from
Lake, who goes 6-foot-5, and 6-6 Corbin
Thurmon, from Collierville, Tenn. PRCC
will also have first baseman Bray Miles, a
former East Central High School product,
who will be a redshirt sophomore after
transferring from Danville (Va.) CC.

“It’s been non-stop since we got here,”
Avalon said. “We’ve got several commit-
ments for the 2017 class and we’ve had
probably 15 to 20 recruits in this month.”

RHYNE HUGHES ANTHONY IZZIO

From Southern Miss

IRVING, Texas – Southern Miss has been
picked to repeat as West Division football
champions in 2016, while Middle Ten-
nessee was selected to win the East Divi-
sion in a preseason vote conducted by a
panel of media members that cover Confer-
ence USA schools.

Southern Miss tied for the most-im-
proved team in the FBS last season, which
included a West Division title and a third
appearance in the C-USA Championship
game.  New head coach and former Golden
Eagles assistant Jay Hopson brings back
seven starters on offense and six on defense
as it seeks a return trip to the title game.
Senior QB Nick Mullens is back after be-
coming the first Golden Eagles player to be
named C-USA Offensive Player of the Year
in 2015.  He ranked second in the league in

yards (4,476) and touchdown passes (38),
both school records, while tying for fourth
nationally in TD tosses.
Junior RB Ito Smith
and senior OL Cameron
Tom are among the
other Southern Miss
standouts that have
been named to presea-
son watch lists. 

Middle Tennessee
was 6-2 in league play
last season and earned a
trip to the Popeyes Ba-
hamas Bowl.  2015 C-
USA Freshman of the
Year QB Brent Stock-
still finished with a new
league record for pass-
ing yards by a freshman
with 4,005, leading the nation’s rookies in

yards and TD passes (30).  Sophomore WR
Richie James had 108 receptions last year, a

new Middle Tennessee
record and the fourth-
most in a single season
in C-USA history.  The
Freshman All-American
posted 1,346 receiving
yards, fifth-best in C-
USA.  The duo is two of
13 returning starters for
head coach Rick Stock-
still’s Blue Raiders.

Defending C-USA
Champion WKU, led by
senior WR Taywan Tay-
lor (1,467 receiving
yards and school
records with 86 recep-
tions and 17 TD

catches) was picked second in the East, fol-

lowed by Marshall and junior TE Ryan Yu-
racek, who led the nation’s tight ends in TD
receptions with 10.  Rounding out the
media picks in the East are Florida Atlantic,
FIU, Old Dominion and Charlotte.

Louisiana Tech, coming off back-to-back
bowl victories with a 13-3 league record
over the last two years and featuring two-
time All-Conference USA senior S Xavier
Woods (56 tackles and five forced turnovers
in 2015), was selected second, followed by
Rice and its talented group of running
backs, picked third.  Closing out the media
picks in the West Division are UTEP, UTSA
and North Texas, respectively.

The 12th annual Conference USA Foot-
ball Championship Game, pitting the cham-
pions of the East and West Divisions, will
be held Saturday, Dec. 3.  The 2016 C-USA
Football season kicks off Thursday, Sept. 1.

EAST DIVISION 

1.  Middle Tennessee
2.  WKU
3.  Marshall
4.  Florida Atlantic
5.  FIU
6.  Old Dominion
7.  Charlotte
WEST DIVISION

1.  Southern Miss
2.  Louisiana Tech
3.  Rice
4.  UTEP
5.  UTSA
6.  North Texas

C-USA MEDIA MEMBERS 
PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH

Golden Eagles picked to win west division by media

From Southern Miss

HATTIESBURG – The Southern Miss
soccer program has announced its 2016
schedule. Head coach Mohammed El-
Zare's fourth season will begin Aug. 19
at home against Southern at 4 p.m.

The Golden Eagles will have five non-
conference home games, including a
Sept. 4 contest against Mississippi State
at 5 p.m. The two squads tied in 2015,
and Southern Miss won 3-0 in the last
home match-up (2013) by scoring all of
its goals in an eight-minute span.

Other non-conference home tilts in-
clude ULM (Aug. 26), Lamar (Sept. 9)
and Jackson State (Sept. 11), one of two
weekend home doubleheaders. 

Arkansas State hosts the Golden Ea-
gles for their first road match on Aug.
21, and Southern Miss will look to get
its fourth win in five years against the
Red Wolves. The squad will also have
two close-proximity contests at UL
Lafayette (Aug. 28) and Alcorn State
(Sept. 2).

The Conference USA slate com-
mences with a Sept. 18 afternoon home
match-up against Louisiana Tech. The
last two Hattiesburg contests come
against UAB and Middle Tennessee
State on Oct. 21 and 23, respectively.
The regular season ends Oct. 28 at
UTEP.

USM releases
soccer schedule

Youth team prepares for Dixie Sweetees World Series
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Front row, left to right, Knylee Speed, Ella Grace Boutwell, Genesis Stokes, Anna Neal, Kendall Roberts
and Mary Ella Bass; back row, Taniya Preston, Holli Flowers, Rivers Dedeaux, Austyn Eades, Ansleigh
Whiddon and  Jersey Ancalade; Head Coach, Kambry Speed; Assistant Coaches, Sandy Granier, Brandi
Boutwell and Amanda Whiddon. 


