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OPENING SOON  – The 40,000-square-foot clinic located at the intersection of Hwy. 98 West and Hwy. 589 will open in the
coming weeks and the healthcare providers get settled into their new office space. 

Oak Grove HS students selected for RAT Pack training
By Bynum Gustafson

Members of the Oak Grove
High School theatre department
recently had the opportunity to at-
tend training to become members
of Mississippi’s RAT Pack.

Oak Grove is one of just six
schools in the state to be selected
for the program.

Suzanne Allmon, Oak Grove
drama instructor, and eight of her
students spent three days in Jack-
son last week where they learned
the facts, dances, and skills neces-
sary to educate elementary school

students on the dangers of to-
bacco.

“I was honored that we were
chosen to be the home of the new
RAT pack group,” said Allmon. “I
believe that what the RAT cam-
paign is doing is so important and
me and my students are glad to be
a part!”

“Reject All Tobacco,” (RAT) is
a tobacco prevention program that
was implemented in 2000 by The
Partnership for a Healthy Missis-
sippi as an effort to decrease ram-
pant smoking rates across
Mississippi. RAT is the only K-6
specific program dedicated to the

cessation of tobacco in the coun-
try, and has been exceedingly ef-
fective by decreasing smoking by
75% in middle schoolers alone
since the program was
put into action.

“Our hope this year,
as with every year, is
that the youth we reach
through our performances
and curriculum guides will
go out into their own com-
munities and “tell some-
one” about the dangers of
tobacco,” says Sara John-
ston, the state coordinator for
RAT. “(We hope) that the middle

school and high school smoking
rates will continue to plummet

until they’re nonexistent.”
The RAT Pack consists
of six schools from
across Mississippi, in-

cluding schools in Jack-
son, Oxford, Hollandale,
Starkville, and for the
first time, Oak Grove.
Each school was respon-

sible for attending RAT
Camp in Jackson where
both new and returning
members received training

in the dangers of tobacco as well
as a high-energy song and dance

routine centered around RATs lov-
able purple mascot, Terrence the
Rat.

“Being a part of RAT will be a
spectacular experience to help
spread awareness,” says Madison
Deberry, a member of Oak
Grove’s RAT pack. “It gets (kids)
involved in the discussion in an
entertaining way they can enjoy,
but still understand the message
we’re putting out.”

In the 2015-2016 school year,
the RAT Pack visited nearly 70
middle and elementary schools

By Beth Bunch

The Hattiesburg Clinic at Bellevue is just several
weeks from opening as employees of the different
departments continue to move in equipment, files
and other essentials pertinent to the different jobs of
each staff.

Because the facility will house a number of differ-
ent departments, staggered openings will ensure a
smooth transition from one facility to another.

The Bellevue medical facility is just one of several
major building projects that Hattiesburg Clinic has
implemented over the past year.

“During the past year, Hattiesburg Clinic has im-
plemented several projects to meet the needs of our
patients,” said Tommy Thornton, HC executive di-
rector.

In addition to opening the new Children’s Clinic

facility on Lincoln Road, Hattiesburg Clinic acquired
15 acres on Veterans Boulevard near Tatum Park,
where they are currently building new facilities for
Orthopaedic Surgery, Sports Medicine, The Pediatric
Clinic and Connections. Most recently, ground was
broken for The Pediatric Clinic’s new facility at that
site. 

“As for new projects, we have just completed con-
struction on a new endovascular lab on the second
floor of the main clinic,” Thornton said. “This will
be the first in-office endovascular lab in the area,
where our vascular surgeons will be able to provide
minimally invasive procedures in a private, outpa-
tient setting.”

Thornton said the Children’s Clinic, which opened
on Lincoln Road in August of last year has been
doing very well since it moved to its new location.
The facility houses nine pediatric providers.

Bellevue Clinic
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Hattiesburg Clinic to open newest facility

By Wilton Jackson

For Hattiesburg citizens looking to connect with the
beauty of nature, the Lake Thoreau Environmental Center
(LTEC) offers a variety of events for children and adults
to fulfill their love for the outdoors.

Located seven miles west from Southern Miss campus
and connected to the Longleaf Trace, the LTEC strives to
provide an environment that inspires people of all ages to
explore their connections with the natural world and to
provide a model of protection and stewardship of longleaf
pine forests.

The Center is broken up
into two parts, the Eubanks
Preserve and the Longleaf
Preserve.

Mark McWhorter, out-
reach coordinator for the
USM Department of Bio-
logical Sciences, said he
prides himself on connect-
ing people with the LTEC
facility and science as a
whole.

“The section of the center connected to the Longleaf
Trace is open to hikers and mountain bike riders from
sunrise to sunset. The Eubanks Preserve is open for fish-
ers, hikers and nature lovers alike each weekend,”
McWhorter said. “Eubanks is also a primary location for
field trip programs, birthday parties, captive animal col-
lection and research collections. We love to provide an
opportunity for people of all ages to experience nature.”

Throughout the year, the LTEC puts on numerous
events to cater to children and adults. The largest event
for adults is the Rattler Ramble 5K Trail Run and Walk
held in October. The 5K-run provides people the opportu-
nity to run a trail through a course that winds through
longleaf pine savannas and bottomland hardwood forests.
The trail ends with food and beverages at the Natural His-
tory Collections Building.

For children, signature events include River and Nature
camps held in the month of July. River Camp I will take
place from July 11 to July 15 for grades third through
sixth, followed by River Camp II from July 18 to July 22

Environmental 
center gears up for
summer activities
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“Students get the
opportunity to get out-
doors and experience
nature with scientists
in the field,”


