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By Wilton Jackson II

Calvary Baptist Church of Petal prepares for its sec-
ond children’s camp in which the church will send vol-
unteers to Belmopan, Belize to facilitate a children’s
camp on learning about God and spreading the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

A team of 12 volunteers, mainly high school and col-
lege students, will travel to Belize and serve as bible
study leaders, recreation directors and arts and crafts
teachers for what would be a Vacation Bible School for
the village of students.

In Belize, the volunteers will teach and engage in ac-
tivities with the children at the Global Outreach Vo-
Tech Center.

Charles Tweedy, the CBC camp director and youth
pastor, said the students will get to do a variety of
things during the camp.

“The students will have bible class, guitar classes,
sports clinics and puppet shows to participate in,”
Tweedy said.

In the first year, the children’s camp received much
success. As a result, CBC Pastor Bill Burk and his fam-
ily decided that the program should be an annual event.

Tweedy said it is his goal to help students know
more about God after the camp than what they knew
before coming to the camp.

Tweedy also said he hopes volunteers see the value
of life and the opportunities they have as oppose to
others in different places.

“I want them to see the needs of other students be-
yond their comfort zone at home,” Tweedy said. “I
hope they are able to establish a deeper appreciation
for the things we have here at home as oppose to things
that people in Belmopan do not have.”

The children’s camp in Belize originates from a
long-lasting friendship between Tweedy and his
friends, Lyle and Rose Rainey. Lyle and Rose served as
the vo-tech directors at Global Outreach in Belize.

Having connected with them, the two both invited
Tweedy years ago to do some work and help students
at the school. Tweedy’s lasting relationship with his
friends has allowed him to take groups of students to
Belize since 2006.

“Had I not built and established a lasting relationship
with my friends, I would not have the opportunity to
make connections with the students in Belize,” Tweedy
said. “It is important to make lasting connections with
the people you are ministering to.”

HINTON PARK

Nikki Smith/Petal News
PARK FUN  – Local children Luke Rodriguez and Kade Shoemake take advantage of their last few weeks of summer vacation
with a trip to Hinton Park in the City of Petal. The boys enjoyed a day of fun and games with friends.

Miss Hospitality

Team makes 
annual mission
trip to Belize

Teen to represent Petal in state competition
By Nikki Smith

Petal’s Miss Hospitality Mollie Pitts will take to the
Hattiesburg Saenger Theater to compete for the state
title.

Competition will begin Wednesday, July 20 with a
panel interview. Thursday Pitts will compete in a one-
on-one interview with each judge. On Friday morning,
she will compete in the Mississippi speech competi-
tion in which she will present the judges with a 90 sec-
ond speech that promotes tourism in the
state of Mississippi. 

Pitts will compete against 26 other
contestants in evening gown and in the
Little Black Dress Competition on Fri-
day evening. In this area of competition
Pitts will present a 20-second “commer-
cial” promoting her hometown of Petal
to a visitor.

The top 10 will be announced Satur-
day, July 23 and they will each compete
again in the Little Black Dress Competi-
tion, followed by evening gown and an
onstage question.

To prepare for the competition, Pitts
has been studying information about the
state of Mississippi with a focus on
tourism and economic development.  

“She has also been working hard to perfect her Mis-
sissippi speech and her 20-second commercial,” said
Ann Claire Kelly. 

In addition, Pitts has also prepared for the interview
portion by doing some mock interview preparation.

Miss Hospitality is a competition that is specific
only to the state of Mississippi. According to the Miss
Hospitality website, the pageant began in 1949 under
Governor Fielding Wright and the Mississippi Legisla-
ture. 

The purpose of the Mississippi Miss Hospitality
Pageant is to “identify and present young and knowl-

edgeable ladies to help promote the state in tourism
and economic development.”

Hattiesburg petitioned for and received the sponsor-
ship of the pageant in December 1997 and is presented
by the Hattiesburg Convention and Visitors Bureau,
the City of Hattiesburg and The University of South-
ern Mississippi. 

“In Mississippi, visitors will immediately feel like a
part of the family,” Pitts said.

She said welcoming gestures are not out of habit.
“Mississippians are genuinely interested in learning

about and welcoming visitors to our
beautiful state,” Pitts said. “Our hearts
are so big in Mississippi and we love
to help and serve everyone, including
visitors. This may involve helping a
family on vacation with car trouble or
raising money for a family that has
lost a home. Mississippians are al-
ways willing to serve others and make
them feel welcome.”

Contestants are provided with op-
portunities to polish their public
speaking and interview skills through-
out the week of the pageant. They are
also able to hone their poise and inter-
personal relations among fellow con-
testants, judges and pageant officials.

Mississippi Miss Hospitality represents the state
through the Mississippi Development Authority and
makes countless appearances throughout Mississippi
during her reign.

“Mollie has worked very hard to prepare well for
the competition,” Kelly said. “She is going to do the
best that she can and hope for an excellent outcome.
Mollie’s family and friends will of course be in the au-
dience throughout the onstage competition cheering
her on.”

Pitts is a 2015 graduate of Petal High School and

Charles Tweedy
Maggie Pittman takes part in work at the Global Outreach
VoTech Center in Belize summer 2015.
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