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ORIGAMI - Landon Pope, a student at Oak Grove Middle School, works on his oragami crane as a part of the Summer Enrichment
program in Lamar County School District. Oak Grove Middle was one of five locations. The theme for the week was art. 

By Wilton Jackson II

The Mississippi Department of Transportation began
bridge and roadway construction along Highway 589
after Lamar County officials voiced their concerns in a
board of supervisors meeting last Thursday.

Nearly three months passed since heavy rain and
flooding on March 11 removed more than 1,500 feet of
roadway along on Highway 589. 

On Thursday evening, construction crews from Tanner
Construction began moving dirt along the northern sec-

tion of 589. In May, the construction company received
a $976,417 bid to complete the project.

The project will include the construction of a bridge
and repairs to the road, according to the Mississippi De-
partment of Transportation.

“Construction of a bridge as part of repair work is ex-
pected to alleviate future flood concerns for this portion
of Highway 589,” said MDOT Commissioner Tom King.

Construction crews will use precast components to ex-
pedite construction of the new bridge.

The bridge construction and repairs are scheduled for
completion by November.

SUMMER ENRICHMENT

Construction begins on Hwy 589

By Nikki Smith

The Lamar County Board of Supervisors
approved for the Sheriff’s Department to
apply for the Community Oriented Policing
Services (COPS) 2016-2017 grant. The
Sheriff’s Department has received this grant
since 2006.

The grant will provide 75 percent of the
officers’ salary and fringe benefits for a
three-year period. The county would be re-
sponsible for the remaining 25 percent. This
would allow for the possibility to add one
additional deputy per patrol shift.

“The stipulation is that we must keep
them on at least one year after the grant is
over with,” said Sheriff Danny Rigel. “With
our growth I don't see that being a prob-

lem.”
Rigel said active law enforcement is re-

quired to attract growth to the area and that
the board has been supportive of this.

Barbara Parker and Sarah Holifield ad-
dressed the board on behalf of The Domes-
tic Abuse Center. The Domestic Abuse
Family Shelter, Inc. (DAFS), is a private,
non-profit agency.  It was founded in 1984
as a crisis line and shelter, which has grown
into a multi-service program.

They have two shelters, one in Laurel
and one in Hattiesburg, as well as a slate of
other programs serve victims of domestic
violence, their children and abusers. They
serve an 11-county area in southeast Missis-
sippi, including Covington, Forrest, Greene,
Jasper, Jefferson Davis, Jones, Lamar, Mar-
ion, Perry, Smith and Wayne.

Holifield was requesting funding from
Lamar County, as many of those living in
the area receive help from the center. 

The center provides a statewide 24-hour
crisis line, 24-hour emergency shelters in
Hattiesburg and Laurel up to 90 days; tem-
porary housing, food, transportation and
personal hygiene articles; and individual
and group counseling on site, among other
services.

The board will review the request and
vote at a later date.

C.C. Williamson, a fifth grade student,
was recognized as the anti-litter poster con-
test winner. Williamson’s poster will be fea-
tured throughout the county as a part of the
county’s anti-letter campaign.

In other action, the board:
• Approved the June 6, 2016 Board Min-

utes;
• Voted to rescind the Worker’s Compen-

sation Leave Policy that was approved by
the Board on February 4, 2008, and updated
section III. G. of the Employee Handbook
accordingly; 

• Approved Rebecca Bounds, Dispatch
terminated June 14, 2016;

• Approved appointing Brad Touchstone,
Esq. as the Public Defender for Justice
Court on an interim basis at $1,800 per
month effective May 1, 2016 until further
order of the Court;

• Approved status change of Leonard
Burroughs from Sanitation Hopper/Fill-in
Driver to Driver with an hourly wage of
$12;

Supervisors green-light law enforcement grant
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By Beth Bunch

Everyone loves a parade, and the Lions Club and
town of Sumrall have it down to a fine science when it
comes to the Fourth of July.

At 11 a.m. Monday, July 4, the star-spangled parade
steps off from the parking lot on Water Ave. behind
Sumrall High School. 

The parade will feature golf carts, wagons, ATVs,
horses and flat-bed trailers donning the traditional red,
white and blue bunting for the holiday. Parade entries
make their way from the parking lot onto Hwy. 42 be-
fore turning south on Main Street.

There is no cost, paperwork or sign up for the pa-
rade. 

“Just show up with a smile and a wave,” said Lora
Beasley, daughter of Lions Club President Alvin
Beasley, who is also Sumrall’s Citizen of the Year.

Lora reminds those in the parade that kids of all ages
enjoy candy and other throws.

Those in the area who own a Jeep vehicle – clean,
muddy, decorated or not – are invited to join in for a
special parade of Jeeps inside the  parade.

“Lots of people in this area have Jeeps with big
wheels and all, so we thought we’d include them as a
parade inside the parade,” Alvin Beasley said. 

Sumrall’s own Dawn Beam, a newly-appointed Mis-
sissippi Supreme Court justice, will serve as Grand
Marshal.

Immediately following the parade, guests are invited
to head to Lion’s Park where an auction will be held.
Auction items include everything from gift certificates
for meals and oil changes, to other items donated by
Sumrall and Hattiesburg-area businesses.

Proceeds from the auction go into the Lions Club
general fund where they are used to help maintain the
park, purchases glasses for those in need and other

Sumrall Lions Club
gearing up for 
annual Fourth of
July festivities
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